Cutaneous reactions caused by experimental exposure to jellyfish, Carybdea rastonii.
Dermatitis caused by contact with tentacles of jellyfish was studied on 25 volunteers. Two tentacles cut from a living jellyfish, Carybdea rastonii, were applied on each of the forearms and skin reactions were observed. All volunteers complained of severe pain, which lasted from 10 min to 8 hrs. Erythema and wheal appeared within 3 to 4 min and enlarged for 15 to 20 min. Erythema subsided within 24 hrs to 3 days in all but two individuals. Seven to 13 days after the application, linear erythema and papulo-vesicular lesions with pruritus were observed on the forearms of 15 out of 25 volunteers tested. These flare-up lesions lasted for one week leaving slight pigmentation. Histological findings from the flare-up lesions corresponded to those of allergic contact dermatitis. The lymphocyte response to the jellyfish venom in the subjects who had recurring lesions was greater than that in either the subjects with no recurring lesions or the control group, who was never exposed to jellyfish.